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[M] That is to say, he who excommunicates him who should not be 
subjected to excommunication — his act of excommunication 
still is valid. 


Who releases the decree [at M. 3:1D]? 


Has it not been taught: “If one of those who decreed excommunication 
against a man died, they do not release him from the decree”? 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “That which you have stated applies when no 
patriarch is available. But if the patriarch is available, the patriarch 
releases the decree of excommunication.” 


R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Ba bar Mamel: “There was the 
case of one [who had been subjected to a writ of communication], and 
one of those who had done so died, and they did not release him.” 


And did not R. Joshua b. Levi state, “That which you have said applies 
when no patriarch is available. But if the patriarch is available, the 
patriarch releases the decree of excommunication”? 


But you may interpret that which R. Jacob bar Aha said in the name of 
R. Ba bar Mamel to a case in which the one subjected to the decree did 
not repent. 


[G] R. Jacob bar Abayye in the name of R. Sheshet: “They voted in 
Usha not to decree a decree of excommunication against an elder.” 


[H] This accords with that which R. Samuel said in the name of R. 
Abbahu, “As to an elder to whom some bad thing happened, 
they do not bring him down from his position of greatness, but 
they say to him, ‘[You have indeed smitten Edom, and your 
heart has lifted you up.] Be content with your glory, and stay at 
home[; for why should you provoke trouble so that you fall, 
you and Judah with you?]’” (2 Kings 14:10). 


[I] R. Jacob bar Abayye in the name of R. Aha: “An elder who 
forgot his learning because of some accident that happened 
to him [lit., unwillingly] — they treat him with the sanctity 
owing to an ark [of the Torah].” 


[J] R. Aha, R. Tanhum, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: 
“An elder who issued a decree of excommunication for his 
own convenience — even if it is in accord with the law, his 
decree of excommunication is null.” 


[K] In the time of R. Jeremiah trouble came upon Tiberias 
[which had to come up with a ransom to the 


